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The undersigned officers report of receiving a telephone call while 
in the 'Homicide Office, at about 6:*10 A.M., Tuesday, August 28, 1962, from 
Patrolman Sandford Krasnoff of Car #22 of the Second District, to the effect 
that he v;is'heci“ t o not'i i'y us that he and his partner Sgt. C. Gueldner had handle 
an attemot 53 (Attemot Suicide) at 1713 Calhoun St. - -at. about 1;30 A.k. . lues. 

28^: * and T hat the ~mim h£3 L exp i re d a t . 6 : P5A,M .. this same date, from an 
apparent rassyose of arsenic.- Further learned f rom Officer Krasnofj- that the 
victim was tentati vely Identi fiers being : 

ROBERT PERRIN, WM, age 41, residing 1713 Calhoun St. 

Krasnoff also said that a note, apparently a suicide note v;as j.ound by 
the officers and confiscated, along with a mask and cannister, and an empty can 
of ether. This officer was advised to preserve this evidence and turn sane 
over to the Orleans Parish Coroner’s Office, and that since we had not been 
summoned to the scene of the incident, we would than await the outcome Cj. the 
autopsy by the Coroner’s Cffice. 

Prom further information received from Sgt. Gueldner & Krasnoff, it 
was learned that they had originally be en cortacted-hv Patn. .John Hf melton 
Central Communications D ivision , was infprmed.hv nhoae rail from Sgt. 

L. ?>. "boudreauy of Troop bV L ouisiana State Police, that he JS^t . Boudreaux/ 
received a te lephone call! fr om an unknown male who stated "I need help, please 
"send an ambulance right away. I am at 1713 Calhoun St| n then it sounded as 
though this subject telephoning dropped the telephone. 

yhen the officers of the Second District reached this location, they 
could not arouse anyone, the house being in darkness, but eventually, they 

- . * . i u - _ V*oar**?«cr o-r na n c: pr.rm* n? 


found the victim lying on a oea in une seconu rouia, uacu 
and admitted Officers Krasnoff. J. Olsen and T. Parta to the aoartmsit. 

, The odor of ether was detected and found an empty can of i-thyl tvher 

lying on the floor, near the bed where the victim was lying, and also found a 
small rubber face mask, attached to an empty Chocolate Nutrament can, which 
had been made to aooear as a cannister, and which apparently was used to pour 
•the ether into for* breathing 'the fumes (inhaling). Also found on addresser by 
the bed where the victim was lying was a piece of white paper containing a net* 
written in lonehand. cencil, which stated as follows: 

' • ' MAftlSy fcOM : Jtlar llAD A CALL-FROM ART. -YOU HAVE OBVIOUSLY GONE TO 

®es AKD Y0U * HD 1 ABB FINISHED. I LOVE YOU DEAR AND V.ON’T LIVE VJITHCl" 
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f e f°2r !)iSt i j fc *P ffi v^ S then stoned a Charity HosoitLl ambulanc 
which arrived anf conypyed the subject to the Charity Hospital, whefe he sub- 
sequently expired at 6:05 A*M., 8/28/62. • ’ <T> ne suD 

jjffort§/tfl obtain anv information as to fcMs sublet, or rebtivac 
as~t he District UtilfiftPs questioned theTehKEorsf^Hne^ 
ana _f 1 s ° » the victim, at the arrival of the police was in a comatose 
condition! / 6180 5ecretins ^luid from his rectum, lying on thebed in a nude 

Alst on the scene at 1713 Calhoun was Field Supervisor, Major Yin. Me 
Namara, an^ Sgt. A. Polito of the Second District. * J * 

i - -at *! as l«arned from the Coroner’s Office that this subject had exoi— d 
9:30 A?^ 8/28/62! 11 Poisonins > Allowing autopsy performed by Dr. Welsh, * at ~ 



.. v/. Fl “! th f r information learned from Coroner’s Office to tfce effect that 

S'lO^ClLS? Ly on_e_ A? E? hlSE?fa 

Itat^ - L - f jf -j- , * Ke ^^> > . a nd th a t A . fi . WiBf is an ^nlnv ffl S tL La.-* 

Coroner f s Office was contacted, and the clerk. Ctillo statp^ 

4n t th SChUSt f r * /fcj/?o Cial Invssti S at or for that office would go to the see 

in the morning of 8/28/62, and check for information rel*tiv« to next of Vi n 
and also for any possible Arsenic com pounds. rexauiv. tg a s ^ t ., gt hn, 

n~ ®P on re ?orting for duty at 12 Midnight, Wednesday, Auiust 29, 1962. 
Sgt. Drunm was informed by Det. Nick Chetta that he had been advised by Cart 
whirh 3 "!' t ?H g0 t ° ^ he adar ? ss of 1 713 Calhoun St., and make a search for anyth' 5 
Si* : ^*° u ^ d , con yf ln . ^fenic, and Det. Chetta shewed Sgt. Drumm a brown paper 
HUrGO it hvi n ft^ 1X b °^\ e \° f va ? ious P ills and capsules, and one emoty ? car 0 f 

w?V?°A. iint + th ^* o hlch h ? c R!£ iscatcd from this address. All of these ite- 
will be sent to the Coroner’s Office for analysis. 

two things stand out in this incident. (l)The victim t=leohcn* 
the # City^ Po l ice, and a 

suicide note ^33 retsl 
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Autopsy Protocol 
. Robert Perrin 
41 '^/M ... * 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: The body i$ that of a middleaged* well developed* 

well nourished* adult white male. The external genitalia are those of 
a normal adult male* The hair distribution, body fat and muscular 
development ^ is that of a normal adult male. The skin is generally atrophic* 
with mild livor mortis over the dorsum of the body. There is . a tattoo ‘of a 
horse head on the left forearm and immediately below this on the left fore- 
arm ic a tatoo of a cannon. On tho dorsum of tho left hand there is a 5 
cornered star. The left forefinger of the hand shows a healing wound* 1 
in. in diameter. On the right upper arm there is a sailing vessel with 
the words "outer bound" tatooed on the lateral surface of the right upper 
arm. There are tatoos on the right forearm representing crossed rifles 
and a horse shoe. There is an old* healed atrophic scar on the medial 
surface of the left knee 2 in. in diameter. There are multiple vena 
puncture marks on . both forearms. Old depressed* fibrotic surgical scars 
are seen in the right lower quadrant and just superior to the crest of 
the right ilium. . There is a large thoracotomy scar approximately 1 ft. 
in length, begining at the right nipple and extending around to the right 
posterior chest . There is also a small circular depressed scar, approxi- 
mately 1 in. in diameter, 4 inches above the right nipple. Six inches 
inferior and lateral to the right nipple there is a linear depressed scar 
approximately 3 in. in length below the right nipple. There is a bloody 
exudate exuding from the mouth. The pupils are dilated, equal bilaterally 
and measure 5 mm in diameter. The corneas are transparent. The other 
body orifices are not remarkable. 

BODY CAyiTIES: The body is opened with the usual Y-shaped autopsy incision. 

On opening the left^pleural cavity the lung is seen to be hyperdistended 
and well aerated. There are no fibrous adhesions in this pleural cavity. 
There is approximately 5 cc of clear serous fluid in the pleural space, 
l^he right pleural cavity is completely obliterated with fibrous adhesions, 
ihe right- lung is bound down closely and appears to be somewhat smaller in 
total volume than normal. The mediastinum and its contained organs are 
shir ted slightly to the right. The pericardial cavity contains approxi- 
mately 15 cc of clear serous fluid. There are no adhesions. The pericar- 
dium is smooth. On opening the peritoneal cavity the liver is seen to 
extend 2 in. below the right cos tali margin in the midclavicular line. There 
are multiple fibrous adhesions and scarring about the secum with considerable 
distortion of the secum and appendicial area. The stomach is not distended. 
The other organs show no gross abnormalities. 

CARDIO-VASCULAR SYSTEM: The heart weighs 420 grams. The epicardium is 

smooth. On opening the heart the valves are seen to be intact. The 
endocardium is smooth and in the left ventricle there is a large area of 
subendocardial hemorrhage over the upper part of the septum in the left 
ventricle. ihere are also smaller areas of subendocardial hemorrhage over 
the padllary muscles’ in the left chamber of the heart. Multiple cross 
sections through the myocardium show that the subendocardial hemorrhage 
; extends superficially into the myocardium. No other evidences of myocardial 
abnormalities are noted. Multiple cross sections through the coronaries 
reveal no occlusions, thrombus or emboli. There is only mild atherosclerosis 
of the aorta. 

PULMONARY SYSTEM: The left lung weighs 600 grams. The right lung weighs 

240 grams. On dissection of the left lung, the parenchyma is hyperdistended 
and somewhat emphysematous. The maj or . bronchi and secondary bronchioles 
show a moderate amount of aspirated stomach contents admixed with frothy 
mucus. Section of # the pulmonary arteries reveals no occlusions, thrombi 
or emboli. There is moderate congestion on multiple cross sections. 


•Robert Perrin - ** • • ‘ • • 2 . 

Dissection of the right lung shows the parenchyma to be markedly congeste 
and somewhat atelectatic and shows numerous^ areas of fibrous scarring. 
There is . some evidence of aspiration of gastric contents . into the najorr 
bronchi on this side# The trachea and larynx are free of obstructions 
other than a moderate amount of aspirated gastric contents. • 

GASTRQ-INTEETINAL SYSTEM: On opening the stomach it is seen to contain 

approximately 250 cc of thick mucus admixed, with curdled white material 
and small specks of putty like dark green granular material.- The mucosa 
of the stomach is hyperemic and there are multiple small petechial henorr) 
throughout the gadtric .mucosa. There is considerable edema of the sub- 
mucosal tissue. . On opening the duodenum it is seen to be very hyperemic 
in the mucosa with multiple areas of petechial hemorrhage and in the secoi 
part of the duodenum there is a large bullous approximately 2 in. in 
greatest diameter, composed of dark green putty like granular material. 
Toxicologic examinations of the material in both the stomach and second 
part of the duodenum were positive for arsenic. The remaining portions 
of the small bowel shows only moderate hyperemia of the mucosa. The large 
bowel is not remarkable except for the large area of fibrous adhesion in 
the right lower quadrant about the secuia. 

LIVER: Weighs 1500 grams. The capsule is smooth and there is moderate 

congestion of the liver parenchyma throughout. The architecture appears 
intact. There is no evidence of hemorrhage or necrosis. 

PANCREAS: Weighs 120 grams. It is very firm, yellow-tan in color and 
otherwise not remarkable. 

SPLEEN: Weighs 120 ^ grams. The capsule is smooth and there are several 

areas of fibrous thickening of the capsule. On cross section the parenchy 
is soft and there are several small areas of diffuse congestion in a 
parenchyma that is otherwise not remarkable. 

ADRENALS: Weigh approximately 15 grams together. The cortex shows no 

evidence of cortical hyperplasia. There is no evidence of autolysis of 
the medulla. 

KIDNEYS: Wei gh a total of M80 grams together. The cortical surfaces are 

smooth. On cross section both kidneys show a moderate congestion of the 
parenchyma. The pelves show no evidence of inflammation or hemorrhage. 

The ureters are intact, and not dilated. The bladder and prostate are not 
remarkable. 

HEAD: The scalp is reflected in the usual manner. The calvarium is remove 

The brain weighs 1^50 grams. There is moderate congestion of the super- 
ficial vessels over the surface of the brain. The cerebral arteries show 
moderate arteriosclerosis and there is no evidence of edema, hemorrhage 
•or tumor faction. Multiple cross sections through the brain reveal no 
gross abnormalities. Gross examination of the calvarium reveals no hemorrhe 
or fracture. 

PROVISIONAL ANATOMICAL DIAGNOSIS: "• ’ 

1. Acute arsenical poisoning. 


Ronald ViV 'WelsnT' HTD.' 

Pathologist 
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